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A heartfelt THANK YOU to those who helped   
support our mission recently! 
 
 

 Adopt-a-Family Program:  Provided a  Merry 
Christmas to 40 clients including adults and 
children who are victims of  domestic violence 
and/or homelessness and are current or past 
residents of Solutions Center Men’s, Women’s, 
Family, or Warming Shelters.    

 

 Warming Meals: 2,340 meals served Nov  1st 
thru Dec 31st.  The plight of those without a 
home can be lonely and difficult. Providing a 
warm meal makes a difference! 

 

 End of Year Giving; Your gracious support 
provided shelter, basic needs, child/family 
therapy, youth/teen advocacy, legal support 
advocacy, 24/7 crisis intervention, and housing 
support services. 

 

 Home for the Holiday Campaign:  The gener-
osity of so many allowed us to reach our goal 
raising $100,000 by the end of 2015!   

 
 
 

Please contact us for more information on how 
you can help make a difference! 
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“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment  

before starting to improve the world.”  

Anne Frank  



Safety, Service, & Support for Fond du Lac County  

 

 

 

 

This year Solutions Center’s annual dinner event will be held in 

May and we are planning for an enjoyable evening of socializing, 

entertainment and inspiring messages.  A Night of Solutions is our 

opportunity to increase education and the awareness of domestic 

violence and homelessness in our county.   
 

Solutions Center offers so much more than shelter for men, women, 

and children in Fond du Lac County.  The cause and effects of 

homelessness and domestic violence also requires support services 

for optimal success including legal advocacy, individual and family 

therapy, structured support groups, teen advocacy, safety planning, 

24/7 crisis intervention, and so much more.  Solutions Center is able 

to offer shelter and it’s support and housing services with the ongo-

ing support of so many individuals, groups and businesses.  By con-

tinuing to educate about the cause and effects of homelessness and 

domestic violence, it increases awareness of the vital services Solu-

tions Center provides and assists those who receive our services to 

be hopeful and successful.   
 

Please plan to join us for music and cocktails, a fantastic seated  

dinner with inspiring messages of hope and success, followed by a 

small reception.  Please watch for more details coming soon in the 

March Newsletter, on our website, and Facebook page! 

   
 
 

A Night of Solutions 

 May 2016 

            We were pleased to hear 

from a mother and child 

who stayed in shelter      

recently. Solutions Center 

made a positive impact on 

their life and all the staff did 

a phenomenal job.   
 

When we got the call, the mother wasn’t sure if she 

was ready to leave her boyfriend.  Early in the rela-

tionship things were fine; however, as years went 

by pieces started falling apart.  At one point the 

boyfriend had a job, helped with bills, childcare, 

and showed comfort and love most partners share. 

The child looked to the boyfriend as a father figure.   
 

The mother was the breadwinner of the house and 

money was typically controlled and spent on what 

her boyfriend wanted or needed ultimately leading 

to financial issues.  They were frequently evicted 

and during each move, lost more and more items of 

value to mother and child.   
 

Mom suffered from multiple medical issues and 

was in and out of the hospital.  During those times, 

the boyfriend refused to watch her child, never vis-

iting the mother in the hospital nor offered emo-

tional or physical support.    
  

Mother and child came to shelter, and each week 

the mom was given tools to help break the cycle of 

an unhealthy relationship. She was also given tools 

to budget her money to be self-sufficient. Both 

mother and child began counseling services and 

participated in activities within Solutions Centers 

agency, as well as with community partners. The 

child was able to focus on academics, given oppor-

tunities of a tutor both in shelter and at school.  
  

With the support of Solutions Center, they quali-

fied for a housing program assisting individuals 

with barriers such as the multiple evictions, provid-

ing temporary assistance until she’s able to pay full 

rent on her own.  
  

This mother was very excited to start a new life 

with her child, in their safe home.    
  

Humble Beginnings, Continued Growth  

Take a walk back in history following the timeline below as Bethany 

House and F.A.V.R. (Friends Aware of Violent Relationships) 

merge to become the Solutions Center Shelter and Support Services 

we know today.  Helping those in need in FDL county has been an 

ongoing effort by so many for years.  As we begin a new year, take a 

moment to remember where our efforts began, how they have blos-

somed throughout the years and how all of us can continue to make a 

difference in the lives of those who need our support and services as 

we move forward.    

Success  
Corner!  



Serguridad, Servicio, & Apoyo para Fond du Lac Condado  

What’s Up?! 
From art projects to games and puzzles, children at the So-

lutions Center participated in a variety of fun events over 

the holiday break. A scavenger hunt had the kids searching 

the house for words that made up positive affirmations like 

"A friendly smile is always in style," and "Think happy, be 

happy." Covering the dining room wall are beautiful winter 

scenes they created using chalk, crayons, and markers. De-

cember 31st was made memorable with a Noon Year's Eve 

party that included a Balloon Banner count-down starting 

at 9am, a Bingo game with prizes, a milk & cookies toast 

at Noon, and homemade confetti poppers to top it all off.  

January = Human Trafficking Awareness Month 
Although slavery is commonly thought to be a thing of the past, human traffickers generate hundreds 

of billions of dollars in profits by trapping millions of people in horrific situations around the world.  

Fond du Lac, like many American cities, is no stranger to this problem.  The statistics are staggering: 
 

20.9 million victims globally including 68% trapped in forced labor, 26% are children, and 55% are 

women and girls. 

In 2014, an estimated 1 out of 6 endangered runaways reported were likely child sex trafficking  

victims. 

Traffickers use violence, threats, deception, debt bondage, and other manipulative tactics to force 

people to engage in commercial sex or to provide labor or services against their will.   

Those vulnerable to human trafficking span multiple areas, such as age, socio-economic status, na-

tionality, education-level, and gender. 

Traffickers often prey on people hoping for a better life, lacking employment opportunities, having 

an unstable home life, or with a history of sexual abuse—conditions present in all spheres of society. 

Recognizing potential red flags and knowing the indicators of human trafficking is a key step in identi-

fying more victims and helping them find the assistance they need.  While there are many indicators, 

here are warning signs to keep in mind:   

Not free to leave or come as he/she wishes. 

They believe their trafficker is their boyfriend.  

Owes large debt and unable to pay it off. 

Fearful, anxious, depressed, submissive, tense or nervous/paranoid. 

Avoids eye contact. 

Appears malnourished. 

Shows signs of physical and/or sexual abuse, physical restraint, confinement, or torture. 

Has few or no personal possessions. 

Not in control of: his/her own money; no financial records or bank account; not in control of his/her 
own ID or passport; not allowed or able to speak for themselves where a third party insists on being 

involved. 

Claims of just visiting and inability to clarify where he/she is staying. 

Lack of knowledge of whereabouts, loss of sense of time. 
 

National Human Trafficking Resource Center hotline 1-888-373-7888. 

Shatter the Silence of 
Sexual Violence 



    
             Warming Shelter, 51 W. Division Street — 

This is a reminder our Warming Shelter is open through March 31st with oper-
ating hours from 6pm to 8am the following morning, 7 days a week.  The shel-
ter has a 16 bed capacity, offers a warm meal, and is available for male and 
female adults (children are not allowed).  Please help us support this service, 
contact our administrative office today for more information about donating 
and/or volunteering your time.                     Thank You for Making a Difference! 

Contact Us 

Solutions Center  

Shelter & Support Services Inc. 

39 N. Sophia Street 

Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

920.923.1743 | Administrative Offices 

920.923.9982 | Fax 

920.923.2880 | Women’s Shelter 

920.922.8122 | Men’s Shelter 

920.923.1700 | Crisis Line 

800.852.9571 | Ripon Area Crisis Line 

www.solutionsfdl.com        

 
 

 

OUR MISSION 

To provide safety, offer support and restore 

hope to those affected by domestic abuse 

and homelessness. 

 
 

PLACE 
STAMP 
HERE 

                                 Our shelters are the only homeless and domestic abuse   
    shelters  in Fond du Lac County,  

                                  operating 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year.  
 

 
Support comes in many forms  and we welcome all who wish to share their 
time, talents and treasures! Whether you are looking to volunteer, provide 
our shelters with basic needs or give monetarily, we thank you from the 
bottom of our hearts! 
 
NEW for 2016 is the ‘12 Months of Humanity’ Program.  We will feature 
a different Wish List item each month.  Our goal is to collect enough of that 
one item to get us through an entire year!  Please help us reach our goal for: 
 

January:  Coffee (regular) 
 

February:  Toilet Paper 
 

All donations can be dropped off at our office or any  of our shelter locations.   
Please visit us at www.solutionsfdl.com for our complete current Wish List 

of additional items we are always in need of! 

39 N. Sophia Street 
Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

To Current Resident Or: 

http://www.solutionsfdl.com/?page_id=98

