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“Indeed, the 41 narratives in this report, representing 58 

deaths, barely scratch the surface. They do not convey the 

immeasurable loss of even one human life, and the incidents 

that are summarily noted here describe only a portion of the 

ways in which domestic abuse robs us of the vitality of our 

friends, family and fellow community members.”                

WI Domestic Violence Homicide Report 2015 
 

Since 2000, End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin has chronicled 

deaths due to domestic violence that occur in our state. Eve-

ry October, in honor of Domestic Violence Awareness 

Month, the Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicide Report 

is      released; this is their fourteenth edition.  
 

It is with a heavy heart that we report this past year, in     

Wisconsin, 58 deaths occurred as a result of domestic       

violence homicide. Thankfully, no murders happened in 

Fond du Lac County, but we have not always been so lucky. 

Since 2000, 8 Fond du Lac residents have lost their lives.  
 

Over one third of the victims of intimate partner-related   

homicide were killed after the relationship ended or when 

one person in the relationship was taking steps to leave the      

relationship. People often wonder why a victim doesn’t “just 

leave” - often, it is too dangerous to leave without careful 

planning and a community response that keeps victims safe 

and hold perpetrators accountable.  

 
 

The following facts and statistics have been taken from the 

Wisconsin Domestic Violence Homicide Report 2015. To 

read the full report, as well as victim summaries, visit 

www.endabusewi.org. 

 

 

 

 The total number of deaths increased by 15 from 2014 

 

 73% of perpetrators were men 

 

 Victim ages ranged from 2 months old to 92 years old 

 

 The average age of victims was 37; the average age of 

perpetrators was 41 

 

 57% of the homicides occurred in urban areas, while 

43% happened in rural communities 

 

 15 victims were current partners of the perpetrator 

 

 5 victims were former or estranged partners of the       

perpetrator 

 

 3 were children of the perpetrator and current or former 

partner 

 

 3 victims were children of the perpetrators current part-

ner 

 

 3 victims were the new boyfriend of the perpetrators   

former partner 

 

 9 perpetrators committed suicide after the homicide 

 

 50% of the homicides were committed using a firearm 

 

 30% of the homicides were committed by stabbing 

 

 Other methods of homicide included blunt force trauma, 

strangulation, automobile crash and arson 

 

   Domestic Violence in Wisconsin Claims 58 

Lives in 2015 



Safety, Service, & Support for Fond du Lac County  

 
Each week, I’m amazed by the generosity of this community. 
From the toys collected at a 5 year-olds birthday  party to the 

hours of volunteer work to the $500 check in the mail. We 
couldn’t do the work we do without you!  

 

You help us save lives. You help a child smile. You help a 
woman feel safe again. You help a young man get to work 

every day.  
 

This work is hard. We see suffering. Nonetheless, every day I 
am more and more grateful to be part of this organization 

because of the love, generosity and kindness that still exists 
in this world. A little love goes a long way.  

 

You’ve donated furniture, doors, windows and appliances. 
You’ve sent us dollars and sponsored our events. You’ve 

heard our cries for toilet paper, and coffee, and shampoo, and 
you’ve come with arms full.  

 

You have spent hours cleaning, organizing, and re-arranging. 
You’ve maybe heard a hard story, too.  Maybe we shared a 
tear together, maybe we laughed   together. I know we have 
smiled together, because we know of a happier tomorrow.  

 

You have brought a light into a room that is sometimes dark, 
and we cannot thank you enough.  

 

In peace, and with love,  

Nicole 
Executive Director 

                 Solutions Center Volunteer Training Coming Soon  -  January 2017 

               Visit our website for more information and to complete a Volunteer Application  
               or call  Carin, Solutions Center Program Director at 920-923-1743. 

As in years past, the warming shelter program is eager to work hand-in-hand with the community to meet the basic needs of homeless men 

and women. While the Salvation Army will be operating this program, we continue to work together on a referral-based system.  Solutions 

Center continues to offer three year-round, 24/7 shelters for men, women and children, as well as outreach advocacy and therapy.  

  

Spread the Joy!                     

Adopt-a-Family  in  need  this 

winter.  Solutions  Center  will  once 
again be hosting a Christmas Adopt
-a-Family  program  for  it’s   clients. 

Clients include adults and children 
who are victims of domestic abuse 
and homelessness. Families are 
those who are currently residing in 
our  shelters or have recently just 

left shelter and are beginning a new journey in their own home! 
Sponsors can be individuals, families, civic groups, small        
businesses or large corporations.  

Want to be part of our Christmas giving, but can’t commit to a 
sponsorship? No problem! We gratefully accept monetary or gift 
card donations that can be used to purchase items for a family 
who wasn’t adopted.  

Solutions Center works with other local agencies to ensure     
community families have a special holiday season, however    
families are not assisted at more than one agency.  

Love that discounted-purchase feeling and helping a neighbor in 

need? Our Baskets of Hope program is the way to go! In 

the spirit of the season, help a family by providing a loving gesture 
as they move into their own home. Baskets are collected and   
given to clients when they move out of shelter. Step 1: find a  
laundry basket; Step 2: fill the laundry basket with a mix-and-
match of any of the following: 

laundry detergent ● all purpose cleaner ● paper towel ● shampoo/
conditioner ● body wash ● dish soap ● bath and kitchen towels ● 
toothbrushes/toothpaste ● garbage bags ● pots or pans ● toilet 

paper ●  etc. 

Step 3: donate your goodie-filled basket to Solutions Center!  

No gift is too small. All donations are making a difference in the 
lives of families in Fond du Lac County. For more information 
about or to sign up as an Adopt-a-Family, call 920-923-1743. 

                      Warming Shelter News 

We are very excited to announce a partnership with the Salvation Army of Fond du Lac, who has graciously  

offered to take over the Warming Shelter Program. The Salvation  Army has a wonderful space that can 

accommodate the needs of warming shelter guests, including offering shower and handicap accessibility. 

Due to increased needs for showers, laundry and handicap accessibility, Solutions Center made the decision 

to begin looking for a new facility in the spring of 2016. In late summer, Salvation Army and Solutions 

Center agreed this transition was best for our clients, and we are very happy to see this program have an 

opportunity to expand and thrive.  

  

For more information or to sign up to supply warm meals for the warming shelter this season contact Amber with the Salvation Army at 920-923-8220.    



Comparison Statistics: January - August, 2015 

Serguridad, Servicio, & Apoyo para Fond du Lac Condado  

Project Comfort 
 

Have you heard? Project Comfort has made head way! Thanks to our friends and neighbors in Fond du Lac County, we 
have started some of our long-awaited projects at our shelters. Check out the updates below, and see how you can still 
be part of this amazing opportunity! 

 

Solutions Center Victim Shelter: women and children affected by abuse and homelessness 
 INTAKE OFFICE: Walls are up, plastered and ready for paint; windows are in; and carpet is ready to be laid. This 

room will be ready in just a few weeks to greet victims of abuse in a warm and welcoming environment. Right off our 
handicap accessible ramp, and just around the corner from our front door, this office is a much needed addition to 

our house. The remodel of this room was generously donated by the Service League of Fond du Lac.  

 CLIENT LIBRARY: This room was once an enormous office, with a lot of wasted space. It was split into two 
halves—one side for our clients, the other for our Family Advocate. Our Client Library will have access to           
computers, books, and resources. It will also be a therapeutic room filled with child and adult coloring books,      
meditation, sound therapy, aroma therapy, and yoga and meditation mats. Thanks to a grant through the             

Department of Justice, we were able to purchase many of the therapy items and computers for this room.  

 KITCHEN: This is a big one! We haven’t started any work on this large project yet, but there is light on the horizon—
the Morning Kiwanis Club donated $5,000 towards this project. Soon, there will be enough room for all the 
cooks in the kitchen! We’re still in need of more funds to support this remodel which includes a large industrial 
fridge, new stovetop range, wall removal, and transitioning a storage nook into a wonderful food pantry.  

 ROOM UPDATES: A lot of our bedrooms could use a little updating. If your monetary budget is tight, helping us    
update our bedrooms might be a great option! This option includes a fresh coat of paint, new curtains, a floor rug 
and a nice deep cleaning.  

 

Marchant Schmidt Family Shelter: families with children affected by abuse and homelessness 

 This house is needing a little TLC. Transitions in this house happen fast, and often we have just enough time to do 
a quick cleaning before another family moves in. Supporting one or more needs in this house include: 

 New coat of paint in all the rooms; 

 New-to-us furniture for the bedrooms and living room; 

 Carpeting and/or large floor rug; 

 Floor lamps, curtains and warm home décor;  

 Vacuum cleaner 
 

Solutions Center Outreach/Administration Office 

 Our outreach office has also transitioned in the last few months. A new client community room has been           
remodeled in the back of our building.  A space once divided by cubicles is now open, spacious and warm! This 
space was designed, furnished and remodeled by our volunteer Melissa Spannbauer, a Marian University   
Student, who also raised the funds for this special space.  

 

Before and after pictures will be featured in our next newsletter!  

Contact Solutions Center if you’re interested in participating in any future comfort projects.  

Solutions Center Statistics: January - August, 2016 

SHELTER 

Women: 143 

Men: 146 

Children: 103 

ADVOCACY 

In Shelter: 7,939 hours 

Outreach: 2,407 hours 

CRISIS CALLS 

2,574 calls taken 

NIGHTS OF CARE 

8,656 

INABILITY TO SHELTER DUE TO 

FULL CAPACITY 

599 

SHELTER 

Women: 114 

Men: 135 

Children: 63 

ADVOCACY 

In Shelter: NA 

Outreach: NA 

CRISIS CALLS 

2,085 calls taken 

NIGHTS OF CARE 

8,832 

INABILITY TO SHELTER DUE TO 

FULL CAPACITY 

123 



Solutions Center  
Board of Directors 

  
President, Rick Schmidt, Marchant Schmidt, Inc. 

President Elect, Tiffany Wiese, Agnesian HealthCare 

Treasurer, Bob Baker, CD Smith 

Secretary, Tracy Qualmann, Marian University 

Past President, Jeff Baker, Baker Cheese 

 

Kim Baatz , Moraine Park Technical 

 Kevin Freund, Freund Company 

Molly Haack, Agnesian HealthCare 

Kristina Meilahn, FDL Police Dept 

Tim Twohig, FloorQuest 

 
Nicole Johnson, Executive Director 

To Current Resident Or: 

39 N. Sophia Street 

Fond du Lac, WI 54935 

920.923.1743 | Administrative Offices 

920.923.9982 | Fax 

920.923.2880 | Women’s Shelter 

920.922.8122 | Men’s Shelter 

920.923.1700 | Crisis Line 

800.852.9571 | Ripon Area Crisis Line 

www.solutionsfdl.com      

To provide safety, offer support and restore hope to those affected by domestic abuse and homelessness. 

12 Months of Humanity 
Here’s a list of our current needs! 

 

 October/November:   

Paper towel 
Disinfectant spray and wipes 

Regular Coffee 
Bath & Kitchen Hand Towels 

  

December:  Toilet paper  

 All donations can be dropped off  
at 39 N. Sophia, Fond du Lac  

 
Please visit us at www.solutionsfdl.com for a  
complete current Wish List of additional items  

we are always in need of! 
 

For a full list of donors and sponsors in 2016—visit 
our website! Thank you to all who support us.  


